RGB3279/6279 The Wisdom Tradition and the Book of Job — Michael Kolarcik

Fridays 9-11 (AD Students 9-12 on alternating Fridays see course outline for specific dates)
The Wisdom Tradition in Israel faced the paradox of maintaining God’s mercy and justice in the
light of Israel’s failures and suffering. The Book of Job is an eloquent expression of Israel’s
grappling with the issues behind theodicy. The course begins with an exploration of Israel’s
Wisdom Tradition in relation to the Ancient Near East, prophecy and cult in order to set a
context for reading and interpreting the book of Job in its entirety. The literary features and
structure of the work provide a methodological lense for appreciating how the Wisdom Tradition
in the Book of Job dealt with suffering, ethics, beauty and love. (Lectures, discussion, book
review, major paper; and for AD students, reading selected texts in Hebrew).

A textbook has been ordered at Crux Bookstore (Wycliffe College).

PERDUE, Leo G. Wisdom & Creation: The Theology of Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon,
1994.

Course Outline Course materials for class use only Turabian style sheet for term papers
Lecture 1 Wisdom texts in the Ancient Near East and Israel
Lecture 2 Wisdom in Israel in relation to Prophecy and Cult
Lecture 3 Oct 1 Israel’s unique perspective of creation theology as expressed in sapiential texts

(Personification of Wisdom, Prov, Sir, Wis) (AD Hebrew readings Job 1)

Lecture 4 Literary Structure of the Book of Job — fissures in the text

Lecture 5 Prologue Job 1-2
(AD Hebrew readings Job 2)

Lecture 6 The arguments of the friends Eliphaz, Bildad, Zofar (Deuteronomy)

-- READING WEEK - no lecture

Lecture 7 The complaints of Job (laments, juridical speech)
(AD Hebrew readings Job 3)

Lecture 8 Speeches of Elihu



Lecture 9

Lecture 10

Lecture 11

Lecture 12

BD Pre-requisite:

First Divine Speech
(AD Hebrew readings Job 38)

Second Divine Speech

Job’s response and the Epilogue
(AD Hebrew readings Job 42)

The Book of Job in World Literature (Robert Frost, Masque of Reason)

one introductory course to the Old Testament

AD Pre-requisite: one year of Biblical Hebrew,

The goals of the course are: for the student
a)  to be familiar with the perspectives, values, and genres of Israel's Wisdom Tradition
(lectures, book review).

b)  to appreciate the literary structure of the Book of Job as a means for interpreting
fissures in the text (readings, lectures, discussions).

c) to be thoroughly knowledgeable with a chosen text in the Book of Job from the point of
view of literary analysis, history of interpretation and theological import. This will arise
from your focus on a chosen text or topic for a major term paper.

For AD students, d) to be able to read a number of chapters of the book of Job in Hebrew in
order to appreciate the difficulties associated with the book's theological interpretations (sessions
on Hebrew translation).

Course Information:
Office hours: My office is located at Regis College, #319 (level 4) 100 Wellesley Street West, Toronto, ON M5S

275

Telephone: 416 922-5474 ext 249.

I will try to be available in my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 - 4 pm for discussions or clarifications.
Otherwise, feel free to drop by whenever I am in the office or make an appointment during the week.

email mf.kolarcik@utoronto.ca
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